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V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Independent Claims 1 

Independent claim 1 is directed to a system for filtering and distributing routes to sites in 
a virtual private network 10 (Fig. 1). The system includes an import filter 40 (Fig. 2) and a re- 
export filter 44 (Fig. 2). According to the claimed subject matter, when routes are received by 
the import filter from a route distributor (e.g., a route reflector as in Fig. 2), the import filter 
accepts a subset of these routes according to a predetermined policy by the import filter. See 
spec, at p. 4, line 19 to p. 5, line 7. The re-export filter 44 modifies the next hop information of a 
second subset of the received routes. See Spec, at p. 5, lines 8-14. Each route includes a route 
distinguisher, a route target, and next hop routing information. See spec, at p. 4 at lines 17-27. 
As is well-known in the art, an address (or a prefix of that address) or label contained in a header 
of a packet to be forwarded is used to look up the route information associated with that address 
or label, with the next hop being the address of the next router to which the packet will be 
forwarded. The route distinguisher attribute enables a router to distinguish a route between 
private addresses that may not be globally unique. See spec, p. 2, at lines 1-3. A route target 
attribute allows routers to limit distribution of routes. See spec, p. 2, at lines 3-8. 

Independent Claim 6 

Independent claim 6 is directed to a network having a hub node 14 (Fig. 1) and a plurality 
of spoke notes (e.g. nodes 24 and 26 of Fig. 1) in communication with one another via the hub 
node. The hub node includes an import filter 40 for receiving a plurality of routes and accepting 
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a first subset of routes according to an import target policy, spec, at p. 4, line 29 to p. 5, line 7, 
and a re-export filter 44 for modifying next hop information in a second subset of the plurality of 
routes and distributing the modified routes, spec, at p. 5, lines 8-14. 

Independent Claim 13 

Independent claim 13 is directed to a method of filtering and distributing routes to sites of 
a VPN, comprising receiving a plurality of routes; see Fig. 1 and spec, at p. 4, lines 17-20; 
accepting a first subset of routes according to a predetermined policy, spec, at p. 4, lines 27 to p. 
5, line 7; and modifying the next hop information of a second subset of the plurality of routes 
and distributing the modified routes, spec at p. 5, lines 8-14. 
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